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12 Pledges

for better local government

Be a strong voice for our local community

Promote affordable homes in sustainable communities
Prioritise recreation, play, and sport

Improve local council services

Support better public transport and boost cycling
Fight climate change and promote better recycling

Put people with disabilities at the heart of all decisions
Demand adequate funding For local authorities
Rejuvenate our main streets and neighbourhood shops
Tackle local crime and policing issues

Give communities a real say in how our taxes are spent
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Be honest and transparent as a councillor
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Introduction

The work of City and County Coun@lgentral to our lives. They plan our communities; they
support our economy; they protect our environment. They cover everything fromyilaeting
to footpaths, from playgrounds to recycling centres, from safe school routes to litter
enforcement. The wik of Councils underpins the sustainability of our communities.

Every five years everyone on the electoral register in Ireland gets to vote on the local issues that

FNBE AYLRNIOIFIYyG (G2 GKSY® ¢KSe& 3ASG | OKF &S (2 &-¢
Councils who will stand up for their interests and put their communities first. We promise to do
just that.

As Social Democrats, our single biggest aim is to improve public services. It is public services that
drive equality, promote sustainabilityeduce costs for businesses and families, and provide a
fair chance for everyone.

This Manifesto sets out how Social Democrats Councillors will approach Council services and
projects over the next five years. It is written very much from the point of wiewhat Councils
in Ireland actually do. Some of the areas that we are focusing on include:

U Housing We will prioritise housing. Councils must play a stronger role in ending the crisis in
affordability and the scandal of family homelessness. But cru@allyncils must also plan
F2NI Lt 2F GKS AYTFTNI adNHzOGdZNE (KF{d akKz2dzZ R 32
homes; we want to build sustainable communities.

U Environment We simply must prioritise our environment. One report after another warns
us of the impending perils of climate collapse. We are living way beyond the means of our
planet and in the process we are exacting irreversible damage to our biodiversity. Councils
must play their part in addressing this global issue.

U Youth: OurCouncillors will also focus on our youth. Our youth were left behind in the
recession, and community facilities and services have yet to catch up. We want to
strengthen social infrastructure for all age levels but with a particular focus on young
people.

U People with Disabilities:People with disabilities should be at the heart of all decisions. Our
Councillors will prioritise the needs of people with disabilities. Accessibility should be a
given. Sadly, this is just not the case. We want to put a renewgzhasis on this issue.

U Doing the Basics BettekVe want to focus on getting Councils to do the basics well. That
means being practive, open and responsive to our communities, taking enforcement
seriously, following through on plans.. There are fine exaspll around the country of
successful Council projects such as on Community Budgeting, recycling projects,
regeneration or community engagement. Councils can learn from one another to provide
much better services to the public. Our councillors will eeghiat their Councils value
honesty, integrity and transparency and set high standards for themselves and their work.

Setting high ambitions, doing things right and putting people first will ensure that our
Councillors will lead in building sustainable coumities across the country.
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Building Sustainable Communities

Irelandhasbeenlet down by its planningsystem.Somanyof our problems-
the high costof housing the traffic chokingour towns andcities,our lackof
basicamenities- canbe attributed to the lackof soundlongterm planning.

We needto learnfrom the mistakesof the past.

Planningsthe oneareathat Councillordhaveareal say.SociaDemocrats
Councillorswill not wastethis opportunity.

Planningcanmakea hugecontributionto community developmentandplace
shaping SocialDemocratsk 2 yi@ni to build just homesc we want to build
communities Thatmeansmakingamenities,infrastructure,transportservices,
schoolsretail, accessibilityand environmentalsustainabilitycentralto every
singledevelopmentthat the Councilsanctions.

Our prioritieson planningare:

Buildinfrastructure, transport links
and public servicesrom the start

Ourover-riding priority in planningis that
Councilsouild in infrastructure, transport
linksandpublicservicesnto everyplan
for our communities.

No homesshouldbe built without a
credibleplanfor the array of supports
and infrastructure that communities
needto thrive. We will ensurethat public
transportlinks,cycling playingpitches,
retail andrecreationfacilitiesform a
centralpart of all LocalAreaPlans,
SrategicDevelopmenZonegSDZsand
localMaster-Plangor all new
developments

We will investheavilyin Local AreaPlans
andsite MasterPlanssothat
developmentis properlyplannedandis
no longerdeveloperled.

Wewill ensurethat our communitiesare
aware and havea sayin everysignificant
rezoningproposalaffectingtheir area.

We will put averystrongemphasison
streamliningthe taking in chargeprocess
(seelater sectionon this). Toomanynew
communitieshavebeenforgotten by their
LocalAuthority in recentyearsor have
beenlet down by developerdrom whom
they havepurchasedheir homes.

DevelopmentLeviesmust mean
CommunityGain

We will seekto ensurethat there is
substantialcommunitygainfrom
developmentleviesandthat leviesare
clearlyspentonimproving social,
community and physicalinfrastructure in
the areasin which they are collected
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We will ensurethat developmentievy
schemescapturethe existingneedsand
new needsof localauthorities. Toomany
localauthoritiesdo not makeenough
provisionfor libraries,playgrounds,
swimmingpools,andother community
facilitiesaspart of their developmentievy
scheme.

OpenPlanning& Enforcement

We will ensurethat there ison-line access
to all planningdocumentationin all local
authorities,includingthe minutesof all
pre-planningmeetings.

We will ensurethat the planning
enforcementand derelict sitesfunctions
of our localauthoritiesare activeand
responsiveo complaintsfrom the public
andthat there is properfollow through.

A Sustainable~uturefor All

We will ensurethat the UN Sustainable
DevelopmeniGoalsform a corepart of

Building Sustainable

Communities

and constitutethe drivingforce behind
ourLocall dzii K 2 NdurityA S & Q
DevelopmentPlan.

PublicLandfor PublicGain

We will seekto usepubliclandfor public
gain,particularlyin relationto housing,
transportandrecreation.

We will seekto significantlyexpandthe

/ 2 dzy larid-hallidg, in conjunction
with the LandDevelopmentAgency.
Assemblingublicland banksis one of the
keytoolsto addressindrelandchronic
housingproblemsandwill be a keyfocus
of our Councillors.

PromotelLocalHeritage

We will ensurethat our Councildulfil
their responsibilitiedn relationto
protectingand promotingthe heritageof
their area.


https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/

Social Building Sustainable

Democrats .. Communities

Building New Homeg Solving the Crisis

Irelandisin the middle of its secondhousingcrisisin justa decade.
Homelessnesis at recordlevels.If we want to tacklethe currentcrisisand
preventmore,then we haveto radicallychangeour approach.

TheGovernments heavilyrelyingon the private sectorto deliverthe extra
homeswe need.ThisK | & wofkéd. Andevenif the private sectorsupplies
more homes,they will be at the highestpossiblepricethey cansellor rent for.
Underthe currentsystem housingsupplyand housingaffordabilitydo not go
handin hand.

We needto changeour housingsystemaroundsothat the clearaimisto
deliver housingat the lowest possiblecostto purchasersandrentersrather
than the highestpossibleprofit to developersandland speculators Todo
this, we needto stop approachinghousingandlandlike they are commodities,
andstart buildinghomesusingthe extensiveresourcesof the State.Local
Authoritieshavea crucialrole to playin this, especiallyin buildingon public
landthat is at their disposalandworkingwith other Governmentagencieso
plananddelivernewhomes.

Theover-relianceon HousingAssistancé’aymentworksfor no-one bar major
landlords.It leadsto greaer demandfor housing,inflating pricesfor those
lookingto rent privately. TheSociaDemocratdbelievesthat the bestwayto
moveawayfrom HAPis the provisionof publichousing.

SocialDemocratsCouncillorswill make housinga clearpriority in their local
authority. Our clearoverall objectiveis to tacklethe housingshortageand
homelessnessrisisby ensuringhomesare built and are madeavailableat
affordable pricesto rent or buy.

Hereare someof the measuresve are committed to:

Build affordable homes HousingAssistancéaymentand expand
) _ ) ) the role of costrental, andwe are keen
Wewill usgthe extenglveregldentlally to explorehowthe & + A SYy2yR Sduld
zongdpubllcl_a_ndthat '_S availableto be appliedin Ireland.Aswe setout in our
publicauthoritiesto build homesthat are Alternative Budget for 2019wve believe

affordableto rent or buy. Wewantto

: fundingfrom the RainyDayFundshould
moveawayfrom arelianceon the


https://www.socialdemocrats.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/SocDems-Alternative-Budget-2019_FINAL.pdf
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be providedto supportthe provisionof
Housing.

Weareanxiousthattheh Q/ dzl t | yy
housingmodel- whichhasvery
successfullgeliveredhousingat low cost

in Poppintreein Dublin- isrolled out
acrossmore LocalAuthorities.It isaprime
exampleof how localCouncilscan

facilitate and promote affordablehousing.

We will reactivatethe Rebuildinglreland
HomeLoanSchemeéan eachCouncilarea

We will build the new affordable housing
schemeinto every Councilhousingor
developmentplanandgetit up and
runningin eachCouncilareaasquicklyas
possible.

EnsurePublicConsultation

We will ensurethat every significant
Councilhousingproposalis subjectto
public consultation, hasa proper master
plan,hasa goodsocialandtenure mix,
andthat amenitiesandservicesare
centralto all significantplans.

PromoteVoluntary Stepdown
Housing

We will promotethe reintroductionof a
voluntarystep-down housingschemefor
older peopleaspreviouslyexistedin
North¢WestDublinandfor whichthereis
aconsiderablavaitinglist.

Tackle Family Homelessness

We will absolutelyprioritise resolutionsto
the scandabf family homelessness.

We will insist that our Councils agraew
homelessLIN2 OSRdzZNB & & 2
rights are included and respected in how

Building Sustainable
Communities

Council officials deal with homeless
families. Children are not adequately
considered as part of current Local

I dz K2 NA G & LINPOSRdzZNB &
obligation under the United N&ns
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Develop Youth Homelessness
Strategy

We will further insiston the development
of ayouth homelessnesstrategyfor each
Councilthat we are representedon.

Partnerwith HousingAssociations

We will work closelywith the Housing
Associatiorsectorto delivermore units
andto ensurethe HousingFirst
programmeis fulfilled.

We will expandchoicebasedlettings to
the sectorand seekto develop
opportunitiesfor EUinvestmentin
housingdelivery.

AddressVacantHousing

We will ensurethat everylocalauthority
with a significanthousingshortagehasat
leastone full-time VacantHousingofficer
andthat the remit of the officersextends
beyondthe currenttwo years.

We will usethis serviceto bringhundreds
of vacantunits backinto use,with a
particularemphasison publiclyowned
buildings.We are particularlykeento
addresstover-the-a K 2Magantunits.

We will seekto usecompulsorypurchase
orderswhere appropriate,and nationally
we favourthe introduction of compulsory

i K Iefing ereess anRavECHNERit tax.
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End preferential tax treatment of
REITS

We are veryconcernedaboutthe impact
of bulk property purchasedy RealEstate
InvestmentTrusts(REITsdn the

planning availablity and,ultimately, the
price of housing.Undercurrent
arrangementREIT&njoysizeablgax
benefitsand are usingthis positionto
purchaseunitsin bulk.

New estatesthat were grantedplanning
permissionon the understandinghat
they wereto be a mix of owner-occupied
unitsandtenanciesare now beingsettled
astenantonly ¢ this preventsplanningfor
goodtenure mix, whichshouldbe a strong
consideratia of everylocalplan.

In addition, first-time buyersare deprived
of an opportunity to bid for homesin
their area andthe whole procesdrives
up the costof housingandensuresonly
supplyat the mostexpensiveend of the
marketis delivered.

TheSocdal Democratscommitto ending
the preferential tax treatment of REITs
andusethe savingdrom thisinitiative to
provideincreasedundingto Local
Authorities.

OurCouncillorsand TDswill also
endeavourto bringaboutachangen
planningpracticesothat bulk purchases
are preventedby local authorities if they
run contraryto the desiredtenure mix.

Radicdly Improve Rightsfor
Renters
We will continueto campaignstronglyfor

improvedrightsfor renters,includinga
rent freezein everycounty in Ireland.Our

Building Sustainable
Communities

Billto reducethe riskof homelessnesby
extendingnotice-to-quit periodsfor
rentershasbeenacceptedby
Governmentand now forms part of a
GovernmentBillin this area.We will
continueto be avoicefor rentersandto
acton our rental charterwhereverand
wheneverwe havethe opportunity.

Spendfunds on Traveller Housing

Wewill seekto ensurethat funding
allocatedfor Travellerhousingis spentby
LocalAuthorities.

Reduce Voids

We will work with Councilgo significantly
improvethe numberof daysd @2 A R& ¢
remainvacant

Improve Maintenance

Wewill acton behalfof Counciltenantsso
that there are goodresponsetimes to
maintenanceissuesin local authority
housingstock We will support
technologicabkolutionsfor housing
maintenancewhichwill ensuremore
efficientresponses.

Invest inPlanning

Wewill investheavilyin planningsothat
the public are properly consultedand
know what is beingbuilt in their
communities Thiswill alsoensurethat
constructioncostsare minimisedasthere
islessplanningriskinvolved.

Use Bownfield Stes

We will ensurethat eachLocalAuthority
we are representedon works
constructivelywith the Land
DevelopmentAgencysothat vacantand
brownfield sitesthat are suitablefor


https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2018/5/eng/initiated/b0518d.pdf
https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2018/5/eng/initiated/b0518d.pdf
https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2018/5/eng/initiated/b0518d.pdf
https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2018/5/eng/initiated/b0518d.pdf
https://socialdemocrats.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Renters-Charter-FINAL-1.pdf
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residentialdevelopmentcanbe brought
into usequickly.

We will investin StburbanRenewaby
utilising unusedor under-usedbrown-
field sitesacrossour urban areas

Enforce Vacant Sitesevy

We will ensure that our Councils properly
engagewith the legislation governing the
Vacant Sites levy and register, and enforce
all relevant sites on their lists. We favour
new legislation in this area such @sr

own Bill to eliminate loogholesand

ensure that the levy is workable and
prevents laneéhoarding and dereliction.

We favour the introduction of aublic
interest testand approval process at the
point of significant land transfers to
prevent overconcentration of land
ownership.

Building Sustainable
Communities

Review Social Housing Income
Limits

We will review income limits applied to
social housing so that more people can

qualify.
Remove Constitutional Barriers

We will continue to campaign for
fundamental Constitutional change so
that housing rights are made far more
explicit in our Constitution

Rezoning Industrial Lands

We are open to the idea in principle of
rezoning lands that were formerly zoned
for industrial usec however, we will
approach this issue on a case by case
basis. We also feel that the correct
strategy is for Councils to acquire land
before rezoning so that its value is
captured by the State and not used to
drive up the cost of purchasing it.

For further details of our priorities in
Housing please see ogiternative Budget
for 2019



https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2017/65/eng/initiated/b6517d.pdf
https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/bill/2017/65/eng/initiated/b6517d.pdf
https://www.socialdemocrats.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/SocDems-Alternative-Budget-2019_FINAL.pdf
https://www.socialdemocrats.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/SocDems-Alternative-Budget-2019_FINAL.pdf
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Community Budgeting; Giving Peofe a Real Say

] 2YYdzyAGle . dzRISGAY3I A& GKS {20Alf 58Y;:

participatory budgeting schemes in all local authorities.

Building on international practice and the awanihning scheme run in South
Dublin County Council sin@@16, these schemes will bring control of some
Council funds back to local communities with an opportunity for broad public
participation in deciding spending priorities.

Community Budgeting will allow local residents and groups to propose ideas
for Courtil spending in their communities using a speciadlijocated fund.
Proposed projects which meet scheme guidelines will then be shortlisted for
public vote. Project proposals will take place both offline (workshops, public

meetings, etc) and online. Sinilg voting will be facilitated both crand

offline.

Establishing Community Budgeting
Schemes

Elected Social Democrat candidates will
seek the establishment of Community
Budgeting schemes in each local
authority. They will seek thereation of
crossparty Steering Committees with the
involvement of both management and
Councillors. Social Democrats Councillors
will also seek to identify funding in the
Council Budget process to allocate to a
Community Budgeting Scheme.

The amount to b allocated and the
geographic area covered (local electoral
area/municipal district/full Council) will
depend on the Council circumstances
which apply. An exemplar is the successful

eonnInnn lyydzZadt &d0KSYS 7
County Council, which has seen jeas

as diverse as playgrounds, ball skill walls,

apple tree orchards and public pianos

proposed and voted for by the public and

delivered by the local Counddveryone

locally will get a vote on how this fund is

spent, including children.

Creating a Community Budgeting
Fund

Nationally,the SociaDemocratswill seek
the creation of a CommunityBudgeting
Fundfor local authorities to support
theseschemesThiscoulddrawon
dormantaccountsfundingand national
lottery funding.

CommunityBudgetingcanhelp promote publicparticipationand enhancedemocracyat the
lowestlevels.Similarschemedavebeenhighlysuccessfusincethe first suchone in Brazil

10
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more than 30 yearsago,with hundredsof city andlocalauthoritiescarryirg this out in
countriessuchasthe US, Spainand Scotland.

CommunityBudgetingcanalsoinvolve those traditionally on the outside of political
structures suchasmigrants,schoolchildrendisabledpeopleand other marginalised
groups.Councillorsand Cauncilmanagemenplayanimportant role in establishingand
steeringthe scheme put guidelineswill be put in placeto ensurethey do not backparticular
projectsandinsteadensurethe publichavetheir say.

11
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Investing in Play, Sport and Recreation

Socal DemocratgCouncillorsare committedto prioritisingplay,sportand

recreationopportunitiesfor all agelevels.

Ourprioritiesare:

ProvidePlaygrounds

Our Councillors wiprioritise the

provision of playgroundsand we are
particularly anxious t@rovide side by
side play opportunities for people with
disabilities Our Councillors have already
delivered a successful model in
Greystones. Co. Wicklow that could be
replicated.

Playgrounds should be seen as not carty
investment in children but asgreat way
to bring communities together, foster
social interaction and provide a focal
point for parents and graneparents We
want to see greater provision of
playgrounds across the country but
particularly in counties #h high
population growth over the past few
years.

We are conscious that the positioning of
playgrounds in local communities is an
important factor for consideration in
order to promote community buyn, to
reduce the risk of vandalism and to
minimise ani-social activity. Public
consultation will be a vital part of every
playground proposal.

Invest inYouth Facilities

Having some down time is vital to our
health. But where do teenagers go for
this? Our young people spend more and
more time in school or dme. This

sedentary lifestyle can lead to physical
and mental health problems. They are
often lonely and isolated and may feel
overwhelmed by the real life and virtual
worlds that they occupy at the same time.

One of the biggest priorities of Social
Democrats candidates is thgrovision of
additional community facilities for young
people.

With cutbacks in recent years, there has
not been enough investment in facilities
and services for young people.

Nonetheless, some Councils have shown
that even wih limited resources and by
engaging in genuine partnership with

the community,they can play a key part
in helping their local communities provide
for this age group.

Social Democrats Councillors are
committed tomaximising Council
resources in terms oémpty or under
used buildings, community/sports
support workers Council facilities et¢o
improve youth services and in particular
to offer alternatives to young peoplevho

R2yQl Sy3l3aS Ay YIFAyaidNS
activities.
C2NJ GKS &l 1S 2F 2dzNJ & 2 dz

and weltbeing they deserve places to be
themselves, act like teenagers, entertain
themselves and enjoy their limited free
time.

12
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Renew Focus o@ommunity
Facilitiesand Shared Spaces

Ireland has poor social infreelgcture and
were it not for the tremendous success of
voluntary organisations such as the GAA
and others we would have very little
indeed.

There needs to be @newed focus on
bringing our communities together and
investing in shared spaces

The SocidDemocrats want to set a
general target of a community centre in
every significant population basa

Ireland. This can be made available to
young and old alike and funded by an
enhanced Sports Capital Programme and
the two Regeneration Funds earmarked
under the National Development Plan.

We can also do so much better with the
community facilities we already have or
those that are in planning. The model

developed in Fingal Co. Council, known as

0 K Bingdl Schools modél> A & |
example whereby it &s agreed to co
locate new schools with community
facilities on sites made available by the
Council. We would like to see this model
replicated in other areas.

We believeall schools should be made
available for afterhours community use
where this is feaible from a security and
residential amenity point of view.

Better Sports Facilities

We should be seeking through the Sports
Capital Grants Programme poovide an
open access MUGA pitch in every
community (multi use games areayhere
that is feasible. Tésse have worked very

Building Sustainable
Communities

well in several communities where an
appropriate location was identified and
where strong community support was
forthcoming.

Social Democrats Councillors will play an
active part inmaximising the funding of
community facilities, suctas swimming
pools, skate parks etc through the Sports
Capital Programmend we are
committing that if in Government we will
maintain a funding programme on an
annual basis.

We want toexpand the number of parks
with strip lighting so that joggers can use
parks safely after dark.

The Social Democrats also wish to
maximise playing time for local sports
clubs on Council pitches'he upkeep of
some Council facilities leaves a lot to be
desired. Poor drainage, irregular mowing,
poor maintenance, or indeed cliog

down pitches/facilities at certain times of
the year all impact on how active our

@ Schildrendyduhdrpeople and adults can be.

This is unacceptable. It breaks very
positive routines and is a factor in children
dropping out of sport. We will seek to end
the practice of Councils shutting down
playing pitches during the year (other
than for genuine reasons of maintenance
or pitch recovery).

Promae Active lives

The emergence in recent years in certain
Council areas of midight leagues,
passports for leisug, and the Park Run
phenomenon shows thatouncils can

play a huge role in keeping people active
¢ and at relatively low marginal costs. We
will seek to expand these across the
country.

13
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We will also seek tamprove access to
and expand the number of public
allotments and community gardens

We believe the Council can also play a
strong role insupporting local Arts groups
and we will look to support such groups in
our communities.

Social Democrats Councillors will ensure
that there is golay and activitiesplan for
every age category in every local
authority in which we are represented.
We will place an absolute focus on driving
up participation in sports and activities for
all age groups. We are particularly keen
ondriving up and maintaining high
participation rates in sports for girls

Support Festivals & @ture Events

There are some fantastic examples around

the country where Councils have
partnered with local communities to
deliver superb local festivals, cultural and
heritage events. These evergsomote a
strong sense of place and civic pride in
our communities, and drive tourism and
economic activity

Building Sustainable
Communities

Social Democrats Councillors are keen to
promote such activities in our Councils
and we will use the resources of our
Council as a key enabler fortiuer

events. We are also keen #&uldress the
escalating insurance cosfaced by such
events.

Put Strong Focus ohibraries

One of the success stories of Irish Local
Government has been our libraries. The
Social Democrats value the edibraries
play and see them askay tool in
promoting adult literacy, lifelong

learning and community engagement
We want to putlibraries as the focal

point in our communities We welcome
recent improvements in relation to library
fines and support th national strategy,
Our Public Libraries 2022. We will ensure
that Councils retain a strong focus on
libraries and we will seek to expand the
number of libraries and range of library
services wherever possible.

14
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Putting People with Disabilities at the Heart
of all Decisions

SociaDemocratsCouncillorsare fully committedto ensuringthat peoplewith
disabilitiesare a priority in the Councilsn whichwe serve

Asa Party,we havesignedup to the DisabilityFederationrof L NB f | Y RQ &
campaign#DisabilityVotesCounWe are promisingthat eachof our elected
Councillorswill campaigron muchbetter accesdgor peoplewith disabilities,
ensuretheir voiceis heardin all Councildecisionsandensurea planisin place
for eachlocalauthority by 2020for peoplewith disabilities.

Thecallsby the DisabilityFederationof Irelandare fully supportedby the
SociaDemocratsandincludethe following:

U Accessibilityg Makeall localpublicservicesopenandaccessibldor people
who havea disability.

U Participationc¢ Ensurethe participationof peoplewith disabilitieson local
decisionrmakingstructures.

U Planningg Makesurelocalauthoritiespublishanimplementationplanfor
the United NationsConventionon the Rightsof Persors with Disabilitiesby
2020.

Ona practicallevel,a Counciwhichadoptsthesecallswill be focusingon
Issuessuchasensuringthere is enoughhousingand parkingfor peoplewith
disabilities accessiblglaygroundsdishingpavementsdesigningstreetscapes
sothat peoplewith disabilitiesare not hinderedby parkedcars,bins,street
lightsand signposts,andathousandother waysto makeit easierfor people
with disabilitiesto fully participatein their localcommunity.

TheSocialDemocratsbelieve clearcommitmentsto peoplewith disabilities
shouldbe embeddedin councilstrategiesand plans,includingCounty
DevelopmentPlansandwherewe haveCouncillorselectedwe will leadthe
chargeonthis.

We are also making the fowing specific commitments:
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Ensure that local authority offices
meetuniversal design requirements

Promote Make Way Day in each
Council area

Implement the National Disability

l dz K2NAGEe W/ 2RS 27
Accessibility of Public Services and
LYFT2NXYIGA2Y
and the NDAAccessibility Toolkit

Set aminimum of 7% of social
housing to meet universal design
standards and ersure that every
social housing pipeline project
demonstrates at Capital Appraisal
Stage the inclusion ofminimum 7 %
of fully wheelchair accessible housing
with higher percentages applying for
areas of higher need

Promote the uptake oadaptation and
mobility aids grantsto enable
independent living for persons with
disabilitesci 2 2 Y I y &
spend their full allocation

Ensure that locaransport vehicles
comply with universal design

Promote the expansion @fccessible
taxi vehicles

Ensue that theinfrastructure for

public bus, taxi and rail stops are well
maintained and areccessible for
people with disabilities

Expand the number of playgrounds
pools, gyms, parks and green spaces

LINR A RS

| 2 dzy ¢
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and venues that are universally
designed. In particulawe want to
ensure thatall future Council
recreational projects include
accessible changing facilities
accessible toilets which include a
hoist, adult sized changing bench and
larger space for additionalssistants,

to ensure the health, safety and 1Q
dignity of those with disabilities and
mobility issues.

Encourage local businesses to
universally design their premises and
services, and in particulamprove
access to local neighbourhood shops

Ensure thapeople with disabilities
are consultedon every Council
decision that materially affects them

Ensure that each Local Authority
meets national targets to
incrementally increase to at lea%

by 2024 the number of people with
disabilities that are employed by the
Council Latest figures suggesome
Councils are doing well on this already
but some have a considerable way to

go.

Ensure Local Authoritiegview their
approved social housing lisand
identify the number of peopland
households who require wheelchair
accessile housing, and maintain a
register of all wheelchair accessible
social housing in their area and
occupancy status.
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TacklingClimate Changéo build Cleaner
Greener Communities

ClimateChangas the singlebiggestthreat to our environment,to our living
standardsto our existence.

TheSociaDemocratgecognisehis threat asa fundamentalissuefacingour
countryandour planet. Everybodyhasto playtheir part in tacklingit and
preparingfor its consequencesiVe ¢ 2 yb@fundwanting.

ClimateChangas a globalissuethat canonly be tackledby everypart of
Governmentoingits bit.

Nationally,we will continueto advocatefor increasedsupportfor the
developmentof off-shorewind and other blue energy,electriccars,flood
defencesafair levelof carbontax that penalisegollutersbut R 2 S Pysia i
peopleinto poverty,andanew grantsschemefor insulatinghomesthat is
availableto everyone.

Councilgnustplaytheir part also. Throughoutthis documentwe haveplaceda
verystrongemphasion practicalenvironmentfriendly policiesand actions
that our Councillorswill takeif elected.

In our Councils,
U Wewill drive stronglong-term planningand sustainablecommunities;
U Wewill support cyclingand public transport;

U Wewill promote biodiversity, recyclingandstronganti-dumping
measures;

U Wewill encouragenew energysolutionsand put Councilsat the heart of
deliveringthem.

We seethe new ClimateChangeAdapation Strategieghat are currentlybeing
adoptedby Councilsaroundthe countryasakeypart in ensuringthereisa
workableandactionableplanin placeto tackleclimatechangelocally,andwe
will deliveron theseplans.Suchstrategiesare particulally importantin respect
of coastalerosion,flood defenceand extremeweathereventplanning.
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AsCouncillorsthere are hundredsof waysthat we canmakeanimpacton
climatechange.

Somepracticalmeasureswve are proposinginclude:

i

Councils leading by example in
housing design anenergy saving in
its own buildings

Designated drop off pointaround
our urban centres within 1 km radius
of schools so students walk on dry
mornings

Cycling Busefor children travelling to
school

Promotethe use ofsurplus heat in
district energy schemes

Promotepublic awareness events on
climate changeenergy conservation
etc

Reduce the energy consumptioof
public lighting

Promote andexpand number of
community gardens and allotments
where feasible

i

i

i

i

PuHic recycling bins

Better collection opportunity at
amenity centres for mattresses, sofas,
large plastic toys etc

An end to singleuse plastic at council
eventsand timelines to end or reduce
them in council supported events

Bicycle shelters & secure ¢&-upsat
all public buildings

Wild flower gardens
Water fountains

Awards for the most environmentally
friendly and mosenvironmentally
improved multiple in your area

Carcharging pointsn every small
town and village

Carpool initiatives

Treeplanting initiatives

Pleaseseethe following sectionson Transport,CyclingLitter and Dumping,
RecyclinggndWaste PlasticsBiodiversityand EnergyCommunitiesor further
detailsof actionswe are proposing.
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Promoting Public Transport

Trafficis chokingour cities,towns and villages Meanwhilg too manylrish
communitieshaveno option but the motor car.Irelandhasone of the highest
ratesof carusagen the whole of Europeat 84%.

ThisR A RhaPénby accident.It hasbeenborneout of alongstanding
neglectof publictransport investment UndersuccessivérishGovernments,
oneabandonedor delayedpublictransportplanhasfollowed another. Our
inability asa countryto adoptlong-term plansandimplementthem comes
backto hauntusagainandagain.

TheSociaDemocratsare committedto significantinvestmentin both urban
andrural publictransport.

We believethat the NationalDevelopmentlanwasa missedopportunity with
too little providedto this sector.We believethe National DevelopmentPlan
shouldbe redrawn sothat publictransport and cyclingare re-prioritised over
roadsexpenditure. Thissimplyhasto happenin orderto reducecarbon
emissiondrom the sectorandto be ableto planfor additionalhousingand
sustainablecommunities.

In this Manifestowe are settingout a clearcommitmentthat SociaDemocrats
Councillorswill campaignstrongly on behalf of their communitiesfor
significantimprovementsin local PublicTransport We will useeverypower
availableto localCouncillorgo facilitate the expansiorof publictransport
servicesn our communities.

Hereare someof our solutions:

U We are campaigning in favour of We must end the practice of building

directly-elected mayors for Cuk,
Dublin, Galway, Limerickand
Waterford and we strongly believe
that these mayors should assume
responsibility for transport planning in
each of these cities and counties with
strong linkages with satellite counties

We will puttransport planning at he
heart of all significant housing plans

homes before we build the
infrastructure that new communities
will depend on.

We will ensure that the needs of
people with disabilities are heard and
responded to and thatiniversal
accessibilityis putcentrally inall
transport decisions affecting our
Council areas.
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We will continue to campaign for
lower faresso that the use of public
transport is encouraged and
congestion reduced.

We would like to seao/low fare
public transport pilotedin Ireland.

We will work with local public
transport service providers to
promote the use of predictive
analyticsto determine if extra service
provision is needed during adverse
weather conditions and major public
events (Festival Concerts and
Sports).

We will seek to ensure that Council
officials are responsive to local traffic
concerns and that requests for roads
repairs, traffic lights, pedestrian lights,
filter lights, yellow boxes, bollards,
ramps and all aspects vhffic
management and roads maintenance
are dealt with promptly and

efficiently.

We will invest heavily inycling(see
below).

We will promoteactive travel to
schoolsand ensure that every Local

Building Sustainable
Communities

Authority prioritises the provision of
safe walking and cyclingaths around
every schooin the country, so that
those children who choose to walk,
scoot or cycle to school, can do so
safely.

2S gAff asSS] G2 NBLX AO

Canal Cordon survey in all Cities and
large towns so that Councils have
reliable data to wok on.

We will ensure that public transport
service providers play a full role in
Council Transport policy meetings and
we will seek to establish good
accountability arrangements at these
meetings so that Councillors can raise
service issues for constituen We will
further ensure that the National
Transport Authority is more
responsive to meeting requests from
Local Authorities.

We will ensure that thgublic know
about every significant transport and
traffic proposalrelating to their
community and that their voice is
heard in the decisiomaking process.
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Getting Ireland On Its Bike!

Irelandis far behindmuchof Europein terms of cyclingpolicy.We needto
recognisehat cyclingis a majortransportareathat cancontribute hugelyto
society.

Thebenefitsof cyclingare enormous.Andcyclistor not, everyonegainsfrom
them.

U With more cyclingwe getlesspollution, lesscongestion Jesscarbon
emissions

U With more cyclingwe get healthier lifestylesanda more activepopulation.
U With more cyclingwe get better mobility andquickercommutingtimes.

U With more cyclingwe get saferstreets and more liveable neighbourhoods
Cyclingsavestime, savesmoney,and saveslives.

We haveproducedSaferCyclingor HealthierCommunitiesour 12 point plan
for cycling.It setsout clearcommitmentsto cyclingincluding:

1 SignificantlymprovedFundingfor Cycling
ProperSegregatiorior SafeCyclingand Improvedinfrastructure
More CyclingGreenwaysand UrbanBikeSchemes
SaferCyclingo School

Better Enforcement

== = = =2 =2

ImprovedCyclingTlaxSchemes
1 CyclingOfficers& Training

OurlocalCouncillorswill help put cyclingat the heart of the thinkingand
strategyof eachlocalauthority we are representedn. Cyclingshouldbe
recognisedasa coreelementof transport policy and SocialDemocrats
Councillorswill makethis happen
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Tackling Litter and lllegal Dumping

We believeour Councilanplayamuchbiggerrole in tacklinglitter andillegal
dumping.Asjudgedby the numberof finesissuedthereis significantvariance
in the level of enforcementactivity by localCouncilsAndevenallowingfor
populationdifferences countiessuchasOffaly,Leitrim,Kilkennyand Kerryare
consistentliytowardsthe bottom of the list.

Similarly the levelof fundingper capitafor LocalAuthoritiesunderthe Local
Authority EnforcemenMeasuresSchemerarieswidely with significantlylower
levelsin countiessuchasSouthDublin,GalwayCounty,GalwayCity,Kerry,
Kildareand Fingal.

Aswith generd financingof LocalAuthorities,the SociaDemocratdelieve
there needsto be an evidencebasedapproachto the fundingLocal Authorities
receiveto tackledumping.Forinstance why doesLongfordCo.Councilget six
timesmore fundingper capitaunderthis schemethan GalwayCo.Council?

TheSociaDemocratswill ensurethat everyLocalAuthority adoptsa clear
strategyon dumping,andtakesa no-nonsenseapproachto offenders

In general,our Councillorswill take the followingapproach:

i

The Social Democrats favounaming
and shaming policyor people found
guilty of illegal dumping. Our
Councillors will explore all legal
avenues to bring this in. We will seek
to deploy technology wherever
feasible to catch culprits.

We will sek toreverse the trend of
Councils removing public bin&Ve are
particularly anxious that bins are
provided in areas such as bs®ps
and taxi ranks, on approaches to
schools, outside neighbourhood
shops, ATMs etc.

We will promote theexpansion of
Cound furniture/junk collection days
as resources allow.

i

We will promote andsupport
resident<xleanup daysand work
side by side with Tidy Towns
committees to deliver cleaner
environments in our communities.

Publicfacilities for disposal of non
recyclablematerial should have
longer weekend and evening opening
hours. The easier it is to dispose of
unwanted goods the less likely there
will be a problem with dumping.

Charges for bringing disposable items
to public facilities should be as
uniform as possiblacross the country
and should be pitched at a level that
discourages dumping.
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U  We favourdoubling the onthe-spot

fines for littering and further
increasing fines for illegal dumping.

In turn, we want todouble funding to
the anti-dumping initiative so that
detection, enforcement and cleamps
can be improved

It is vital thatpenalties for illegal
dumping are actually applied
Enforcement bodies are too often
failing in their duties to apply
appropriate penalties. Our Councillors
will work to ensurehat fines are
applied at a level that reflects the risk
posed to or damage exacted on the
environment.

Building Sustainable
Communities

U An estimated 50,000 households

dispose of their waste in an

unregulated manner according to the
County and City Management

Association. We will focus 2 dzy OA f &4 Q
attention on reducing this figure.

We want to sestrict enforcement
targets for local authorities and the
Environmental Protection Agency to
deal with the chronic problem of
illegal dumpingand infringements of
conditions atached to waste licences
and permits and we would improve
national funding to allow the
recruitment of additional staff in this
area.
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Investing in Recycling

Peoplewantto do their bestfor their environmentand playtheir part by
recyclingasmuchaspossible. However we are not makingit easyfor them.

Ourcurrentrecyclingsystemis a completemess.ThereA & ghOughbasic
informationfor consumerson how andwhereyou canrecyclematerial,and
the recyclingsystemin IrelandO | yidhdielots of goodsthat are soldin our
shops.

We urgentlyneednationallegislationon banningcertainsingleuseplastics
andmicro-plasticsanda new nationaland EUstrategyto tackleunrecyclable
packagingLocalAuthoritiesandthereforelocalCouncillordhaveakeyrole to
playin this.

TheSociaDemocratsavant our Councilgo starttakingthe leadagainon
recycling.Someof them havevery committed staff doinga greatjob in their
areabut manycoulddo somuchbetter.

Thethree keypointsare that

U consumes must havemuchbetter information sothat they canmake
informed choiceson minimisingtheir wasteand maximisingheir recycling,
reuse,andrepairopportunities

U we needacompletelynew waste processthat is muchmore effectivein
minimisingwaste,sothat the amountof unrecyclablgroductsreaching
our supermarketshelvedsvastlyreducedandsothat recyclablenvastethat
is currently not collectedaspart of householdcollectionservicesanbe
recycled.

U LocalAuthoritiescanplayamuchbiggerrole by expandingthe number of
CivicAmenity Centresmakingwaste chargesaffordable, expanding
openinghoursof bring centres and providingbetter optionsfor recyclable
materialthat is currentlynot part of kerbsidecollection.

We are proposinga mixture of practicallocaland nationalmeasurego vastly
improvethe effectivenesof/ 2 dzy Wwokkbrare@yclingand promotingthe
circulareconomy:
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Better Recycling/Repair Options

We believe thatunding for the
development of recyclingentres should
be reinstatedand the number expanded
so that there is at least one civic amenity
centre close to the population it is meant
to be serving. We believe the general
target should be to have one in every Dail
constituency at a minimum. Currdt

there is no civic amenity centre in Co.
Longford and only one serving Cork City,
one for Galway City and only two covering
the City Council part of Dublin.

We will seek to spread best practice
around the country. The recycling centre
in Bray, Co. Wicklow is a very good
example where theublic service has
partnered with charity shopso allow
residents dispose of certain unwanted
material.

We would like teend the practice of
waste collected in public bins going to
landfill and we will seek to rolbut
segregated public waste bins.

The Social Democrats wishgoppat the
creation of moresocial enterprises such

as theRediscovery Centrd=ood Cloud

and Recreate Ireland We will ask the
Government and Councils to examine how
the tax code or a preferential commercial
rates policy could help promote better
secondhand markets and repair
businesses.

We willexplore through the European
Institutions the possibility ofeduced VAT
rates for the repair of goodsnd how
better regulation could ensure goods are
longer lasting and repairable.

Building Sustainable

Communities

We willpromote local repair options for
consumers; such as for mobile phones
and other electronic devices

Improved Information and
Education for Consumers

We need far better customer information
on recycling; what can be recycled,
where and what bin can it go in. While the
development ofvww.mywaste.iehas

been welcome, it is far too basic. If waste
OFryQid 32 Ay |
compost binthen consumers should
know where in their area an item can be
recycled. Such information is not readily
available in many local authorities.

AndAF AdQa a2t R KSNEB
label on it, then it should be actually
recyclable hereThere is also much
confusion among the public as to what the
different recycling emblems on packaging
mean. Our Councils can play a rhuc
stronger role in such basic information.

We believe education on recycling,
reducing and rausing can also be
improved in our schoolsbuilding on the
success of the Green Flag initiative.

New Recycling Targets

We want to seanew targets established
for the percentage of domestic
households and businesses that have
recycling bin and compost bin services
with a particular focus on apartments and
rural areas.

At the last count, the percentage of
households with three bins in some
counties remained disgcafully lowg
ot2as 42 |
brown kin service. For instance,was as
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low as 2% in Donegal, 5.51% in
Westmeath, 6.37% in Cavan, 8.9% in
Mayo, and 9.86% in Kilkenny. Leitrim, on
the other hand, has managed a rate of
64.29%. If such rate is possible with
[ SAGNARYQ&A NHzNJI f
readily achievable for all counties, and we
should be aiming for even higher than
this.

We also want to seaew specific targets
set for recycling in places of employment
¢ an area that w feel has been badly
neglected.

Promote responsible disposal and
exploitation of waste

We strongly support the principle that
waste is treated/disposed of as close as
possible to where it is generated. This is
not only in the interests of fairness but it
also incentivises waste reduction within
regions, and minimises emissions,
congestion and pollution risk associated
with transporting waste across the
country

We will insist ortransparent emissions
monitoring for all waste facilities We
believe currensystems are inadequate,

especially in respect of waste incinerators.

In some cases, waste licences are being
granted on inappropriate sites close to
residential homes. We will insist that the
EPA and Local Authorities meet their
responsibilities in termsfaonly allowing
waste operations on suitable sites and
under strict and enforceable conditions.
We will insiston proper compliance with
the assessment process.

We favour the introduction oé levy on
aggregates such as sand, gravel, and

LINE T Héing landKI&yAll précdeds sioildbdzf R 6
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crushed stone thaare extracted from

the ground and used in constructioand

it should be set at a level to encourage the
recycling of construction and demolition
waste and to reduce the amount of waste

(0p))

set aside for the environmeal fund.

Set New Waste Structures

We are calling for &undamental review

of the effectiveness of the Repak Scheme
in terms of how we approach waste and
the respective roles of producers,
retailers and consumerdn particular, we
need to reexamine resposibilities of
retailers and manufacturers in terms of
reducing the amount of plastics used for
the packaging of products, especially
loose products. Local Authorities end up
picking up the costs of this flawed system.

The waste sector in Ireland is not

adequately regulated. There sill no

economic regulator for the sectofThis

has meant that several areas of the

country have no competition for their

waste services. It has also led to a

situation where, almost uniquely in

developed countries, Ireland Ba | -a &8 A RS
by-aARS¢ O2YLISGAGUAZ2Y Y2RS
serviceg; by far the most cosintensive
model a country can have. The lack of a
regulator also makes it very difficult to
apply basic standards to waste companies.

The Social Democratggport calls made
by the More Power to You campaign but
in particular the call that aegulator be
appointed immediately to the waste
sector. The Social Democrats believe the
Commission for the Regulation of Utilities
should be established as the regulatdr
the waste industry, and that in the shert
term we should transition to a system
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GKSNBoe& O2YLISGAGAZ2Y dRindiely, we would likedtoFseeNd K S
YIN] SGE oF aAxaodalow oS firanSitiosto fillkeinanici@ilisafion where

for the remunicipilisation of waste resources, costs and consumer interests
servicesn certain circumstances and we allow. We would also set the new

note the savigs that accrued in Lyon and regulator the task of introducing a

some other cities when this happened. national waiver scheme.
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The Plastic Problem anldow our Councils
canhelp

Plastic has become endemic in our culture. It is now almost impossible to avoid
purchasing daily necessities without also having to purchase some plastic
packaging.

And while plastic brings many benefits, there is a growing problem worldwide

2F LI FAGAO LRttdziA2Yy YR LI NOAOdzZ I NI &
I ¢ & ¢ (detythiogNi®m vinegar and shampoo sachets to birthday

party goodiebags and drinkig straws. We use them once for perhaps thirty
seconds and it can take half a millenium to break doivis. the very

definition of unsustainable.

The damage to our oceans is potentially catastrophic with some estimates
warning that we could have more plasthan fish in our oceans by the middle
of this century. And scientists still have yet to confirm what exactly plastic
pollution is doing to our food chain and the potential letegm risks to human
health.

The Social Democrats recognise that there is an urgent need to reduce the
demand for and supply of plastics and we commit to the following measures:

U The Social Democrats welcome and approach to ensure the development
supportEU initiativeson this issue. of further recycling facilities so that a
However, we believe a 2030 targeir f wider range of material (for instance
the achievement of some of the black plastics and some soft plastics) is
objectives around plastics is not recyclable right across the country.
ambitious enough and we believe Our Councillors will take a lead on this.
Irelandshould go much furthemuch

U We support the introduction of Aan

sooner. : )
on all unnecessary sgie use plastics
U As an interim measure, we are seeking such as takeaway coffee cups, knives
a levy on plastics that cannot be and forks, and other items.

easily recycledn Ireland at the
moment In the mediurderm, we
would put theonus back on producers
to recover plastics that they produce

U We favour themmediate banning of
micro-plasticsg legislation in this area
is taking far too long.

or else just stop using plastic in their U We would introducea deposit return
production. In tandem with this, Local scheme for recyclable containefand
Authorities should take a practive other waste streams where possible)
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building on the excellent examples in
Norway, Sweden and Germany and
Local Authorities can help with the
roll-out of such a scheme

We wouldaggressively promote the
development of refill options in retail
to minimisethe unnecessary
production of more plastic containers
and we will encourage more local
authorities to provide refill water

il

il
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dispensers so that the demand for
plastic bottles is reduced.

We will promote beach, canal, and
neighbourhood clearup dayswith a
special emphasis on removing plastic
pollution.

We will seek to put aend to single
use plastic at council eventand insist
on time-lines to end or reduce them in
council supported events
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Promoting Biodiversityc Green Communities

There is growing concern worldwide about the impact of human development
on biodiversity on our planet. Depletion of wildlife and insect loss have
become very significant environmental issues.

The Social Democrats will ensure that each of our Councildtallerersity
seriously. We will promote a concept we are calldrgen Communities
whereby Councils would seek to promote biodiversity as much as possible
within a given zone.

Under our proposalghe Council would prioritise measures such as:

U Theplanting of treesand flowers in existingand new developmentsand
on streets.

U Significantlyeducethe useof pesticidesand herbicidesin publicgreen
spacesand,wherepossiblejn gardens.

U Createnative WoodlandWalksand Wildflower Meadowsin existingand
new parks.

U Placemorebinsandreducelitter to keepparks,waterwaysandbeaches
clean.

U Createwild picnicbenchspotsin developmentsaandnearoffices,and
encouragehe creationof rooftop gardensn officesandapartments.

Wherefeasiblewe will seekto recruit biodiversity officersand ecology
officersin the Councilsve are representedon or appointan existingstaff
memberto that role.

We alsofavourthe developmentof a national hedgerowconservation
strategysothat a correctbalancecanbe struckbetweenthe interestsof land-
owners,road usersandthe habitatsof our native wildlife.

We will vigorouslypursueblue flag statusfor beachesn our coastal
communities
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Creating Energy Communities

The Social Democralelieve that Local Authorities can play a much bigger role
in relation to energy.

At the moment, ovea million Irish household overpay for their electricity

The number of gas customers who overpay is probably over 400,000. A

significant part of the prol@m is that the consumer model that has developed

for gas and electricity is based on the capacity, inclination and confidence of
customers to keep switching their energy providerf & 2dz R2y Qi & g A (
regularly, you end up paying morén some casegou wil pay more if you

switch only once than if you never switched at all.

CKA&a Y2RSt R2SayQi ¢62N] FyYyR F 3INRgAY3
that under this model the most vulnerable pay the highest pricér this and

other reasons, the UK has biglt in price controls for three categories of

customers.

Meanwhile, those dependent on oil fired central heating face sporadic
fluctuations in their heating bills depending on the international price of oil at
the time of purchase and how competitive thechl market is. There is no
regulator for the sector in Ireland and people who can only afford small top
ups pay the highest prices.

At the same time, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) is
sponsoring an initiative calleBletter Energy Comnmities, whereby
communities come together to promote energy saving in their communities.
This has had some success but most communities in Ireland have not
benefitted from it and many have not even heard of it.

The Social Democrats believe that Ireland darmuch more t@romote
sustainable and affordable energy and that Local Authorities can be
significant players in this.

Too often, the debate on energy pits environmental sustainability against
affordability. We have seen this in the debate on higheboartaxes. This is
unfortunate in our view.

Sustainability and affordability should be dealt with side by sidélimate
change is a real thing and the role of carbon is undeniable. Equally, energy
poverty is a real thing and blindly lumping more taxest@most vulnerable
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in our society is simply creating another problem and undermining public
support in the fight against climate change.

The Social Democrats believe tiayy SNH& LJ2f AO&é aKz2dzZ R 6S
Sustainable Development Goal¥hese gda set us the objective aéckling

climate change and preventing poverty at the same timée: the two go

hand in hand

In that vein, we believe Local Authorities can play a very significant role in
promoting a new communitjocus on energy policy.

The $cial Democrats are proposing tlkstablishment of an energy unit in
multiple Local Authorities on a regional basishese units would facilitate the
development of local energy communitigdeaning on resources of the SEAI)
and would help roll out piloteergy programmes across multiple Local
Authorities.

The new units would facilitate mew pilot programme of group switching of

electricity and gas customers and of group purchase among oil custoniers
wouldbe2 LISY G2 Fff NBaA R Sigtiative akefic whekh& |/ 2 dzy (
a tenant or ownefoccupier.

Such models have already worked well in Northern Ireland in terms of oil clubs,
and there are some good examples in England where group switching has been
accommodated by either the Regulator or by Local AuthoriBgsgrouping
together, energy customersan enjoy savings from bulk purchasiagd do

not have to go through the tortuous ritual each year of switching energy
provider just to protect themselves against big increases.

Under our proposal, a condition of participation in this scheme would beahat
proportion of the savings accruing from bulk switching would have to be

' LILX ASR (2 SySNH& STFAOASY.O&8 AYLINBOSY
In this way, the Local Authority can play a very significant role in reducing the
unit-cost of energy faced by residenteducing the overall cost of energy by

energy efficiency measures, and facilitating the reitong of hundreds of
thousands of homes in Ireland.

Other proposals on Energy

U Wewill heavilypromote the retro-fitting of existingLocalAuthority
Housingstockto reducecarbonemissiondrom this sector.
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U Wewill ensurethat housingenergystandardson all new developmentss
rigorouslyappliedin planningconditions.

U Wewill useall influenceavailableto the Councito promote, facilitateand
grow community micro-generation

U Bodiessuchasthe TipperaryEnergyAgencyhaveshownthe enormously
positiveimpactcommunitiescanmake.We will seekto emulatethis right
acrosshe country.

U Wewill extendthe numberof public chargingpoints for electricvehicles
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Council Services Focissing on the Basics

TheSociaDemocratavantto set new standardsin how public servicesare
deliveredby localauthorities and how localofficialsengagewith local
communities Asis evidentthroughoutthis Manifesto,we want to spreadbest
practiceacrossthe country. Whatworksin the recyclingcentrein Brayor the
CommunityBudgetingn SouthDublincanwork everywhereelse.

Asafirst step,we want the role of NationalOversightand Audit Commission
(NOACJo0 be exparded. Farmore measureof Councilactivity or lackthereof,
shouldform part of its auditingprocessesCommunitiesshouldknow how
well their local Councilis doingacrossevery possiblemeasureof service.

SociaDemocratCouncillorswill vigorouslypursue Councilmanagemenon
doingbasicpublicservicesvell andaspromptly aspossible.

OurCouncillorswill usethe/ 2 dzy SekviceRealiveryPlanand our monthly
Counciimeetingsto focusCouncilattention on deliveringthesebasicservices
andimproving Councilperformancein the following keyareas:

Treesg pruning, planting, Taking in Charge Road Safety

protection, and leaf

collection

Roads and Footpath repairs Location Signage Public Lighting
Hedgecutting Graffiti Removal Fire Brigadeesponse times

and Fire Safety

Drainage Housing Allocations and Regeneration
Maintenance

Litter Control and Dumping Community Engagement Promoting Enterprise

Enforcement
Building inspection Planning enforcement Derelict sites
Recyclindacilities Parks maintenance StreetCleaning

34



Building Sustainable
Communities

Social

Democrats

Inadditionto these,there are specificareaswherewe feel Councilsggenerally
cando somuchbetter:

U We would like Councils tmake it as U We are keen to promoteustomer

easy as possible for residents to pay
their bills with them ¢ in particular we
would like to see a pagisyou-go book
scheme adopted by Councils to
facilitate the payment ofMotor Tax

so that lowincome households are

not faced with very large oneff

annual bills that send them into the
hands of maey-lenders (we believe
this model could also improve rents
collection). We would also like to a see
a restructuring of motor tax charges so
that people who can only afford nen
annual tax discs are not rippeadf by
unjustified additional charges.

We wil seek to improve Council
training and other supportdor the
establishment oResidents
Associationsor local environmental
groups We will promote active
community sections within our
Councils and we are keen $pread
best practice around the countryuch
as community daysstreet feasts,
summer projects, and events for older
people.

We will establish a specificouncil
forum for apartment dwellersso that
their concerns can be heard and
responded to by Council officials and
to facilitate peer learningSuch forums
have worked very well in some
Councils and have proven useful in
advocating the interests of people
living in apartments.

service initiativesin our Councils so
that there arestrong and regular
feedbackopportunities for the public
on services that are working well or
are underperforming.

We are particularly keen to explore
how leaf collectioncould be expanded
by Councils.

The issue of havingpad safety and
basic traffic requestzonsidered is
cumber®me and slow in several
Councils and we believe can be vastly
improved with a better management
system.

We will ensure that Councils meet
their obligations under théublic
Sector Equality and Human Rights
Duty.

We will work with Councils to adopt
ananti-racism strategyfor each
Council area in respect of Council
services and duties

We will work to improve the
relationship between Councils and
utility network providers so that the
visual impact of unsightly electricity
and gas housing is minimisezhd
does not present a hazard to people
with disabilities. We will also seek to
place far greater onus on such
providers to ensure that their
equipment is kepgraffiti-free.

We will use our position on the boards
of Education and Training Boards to
promote educational access for all
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and high education standardand to
uphold the constitutional rights of
children and their parents to not
attend religious instruction classes.

U We will supportfair and equal access
to Council commissioning processes
and wewill work to extend the
supports available through Local
Enterprise Offices to community and
voluntary groups, charities and social
enterprises.

Building Sustainable
Communities

U Wecommittoad LJX I Ay 9y 3If AaKe

approach in all Council materiagnd

we will be encouraging each of our
Councils to work with the National
Adult Literacy Agency in executing this
approach

2SS gAtft dzaS GKS / 2dzy OA
of the County Childcare Committee to

promote much better information to

parents on childcare optiongnd to

better inform policy in respect of

capacity shortages and fee increases.
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Unfinished Estates

Thecommunitieswho are currentlyworst servedby our Councilsare those of
new andunfinishedestates.

TheSociaDemocrathavehugeconcernsabout how long the taking-in-
chargeprocesscanbe in somelocal authorities. Manyresidentshavebeen
left with completelyunsatisfactoryservicesuchasroads,pathways public
lighting,greenspaceslackof amenities andin particularserviceconnections.
Thisleavesresidentsin limbo andin somecasesesidentsend up havingto
pay for basicpublic servicessuchasstreet lighting, road repairsandliability
insurance.ln somecasesgstateshavebeenwaiting sine the 1990s.

At the lastcount, 4,854housingdevelopmentswere waiting to be takenin
charge.We are particularlyconcernedhat 834 estatesremainwho continue
to rely ontemporarywater infrastructure¢ socalledDPlestates.

Wearealsoconcernedhat ae€ m nbgcalAuthority fund dedicatedto taking-
in-chargewasnot fully drawn down by LocalAuthorities andthat three
councils DublinCity, DunLaoghaireRathdownand Louthdid not availof any.

Our Councillorswill makethis a priority issueandfervently representthe
interestsof residentsliving in unfinishedestates We will ensurethat all
availablefundingis appliedfor.

We will ensureour localauthoritieshavea propertrackingsystemin placeso
that theseestatesare not forgotten andthat developersare constantly
remindedof their outstandingresponsibilitiesWe will put a particular
emphasion resolvingoutstandingissuesn DPIldevelopments.

We will not acceptsub-standardfinishingfrom developersandensurethat a
robustbondssystemisin placesothat there are appropriateincentivesfor
developergo finishout estates.

Nationally,we will seekmuch stronger protection for residents including
strengtheninghe powersof localauthoritiesto be muchmore pro-activein
takingnew developmentsn charge strongerpowersof enforcementfor local
authoritiesto pursuedevelopersandhavinga dedicatedfundto helpthe
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worst affectedestates.We will ensurethat IrishWaterhasa muchmore
constructiveapproachto the problemandthat there are cleartargetssetfor it
in relationto takingin charge.

We alsowant to seethe LocalPropertyTaxreviewedsothat some
arrangementsin placefor lower chargesvhere estatesare liablefor the tax
but are waitingto be takenin charge.Thiswill be fairer to residentsandgive
everyincentiveto localauthoritiesto work with developerdo getestates
finishedquickly.
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Promoting Enterprise and Strong Local
Economies

Councilancontribute hugelyto the economicsucces®f their administrative
areasby promotingandfacilitatingstrong partnershipswith the localbusiness
community,andby settingthe right conditionsfor business.

Inthe contextof Brexitandthe loomingeconomicthreat that this entailsit is
all the more important that Councilhaveenterpriseat the heart of their
strategies.

EachCounciimustbe cognisantbf the key drivers of economicdevelopment
in their area,the keyindustriesat the heart of this,andadopt strategiesto
protect andenhancethesesectors.Belowwe setout someof the priorities for
SociaDemocratsCouncillors.

Our Councillorsaare committedto the following measures:

i We will work with the business i 2SS SYyR2NARS / KIFIYOSNA LN
communityto facilitate and sustain for greater focus on enterprise
jobs-rich enterprise opportunitiesand training, through the Local
to promote economic development. Employment Offices (LEO) and other

state agencies, and new strategies

that seek tomaximise the

participation of everyone currently

excluded from the workforce We will

seek to create local skills censuses and

develop complementary training

U We willprioritise tourism and programmes which address local skKill
heritageand believe our Councils can gaps.
contribute significantly to better
offerings on these across a number of
their competencies including planning
and devéopment, planning
enforcement, signage, promaotion,
litter control, beach and parks
maintenance, and in the expansion of
festivals, cultural events, egourism U We are keen tromote all green
and greenways. economy and social enterprise

possibilitiesand we will explore all

U  We will ensure thasustainable
economic development, job creation,
and job sustainment are key goats
the development plan in every Council
we are represented on.

U We will insist orfair and transparent
public procurement processeand
seek to give stronger weighting in
procurement competitions to bids
from those with strong labour and
environmental protection offerings.
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avenues to fund green energy and
enterprise training in rural and
regional areas to help people
supplement their agffood income- as
proposed by Chambetseland.

We willprioritise the rejuvenation of
our Main Streetsto encourage greater
footfall, discourage vacancy, to
improve vibrancy, and make them
places people want to regularly shop,
visit, meet friends and live in.

We will seek teexpand the shogfront
schemeas it is currently quite limited
in scope

We will ensure that theates regime is
fair and transparent and promotes
competitiveness We will seek to raise
collection rates to 97% so that Local
Authorities have more revenue and so
that complian businesses are not
competing against nopayers. We will
seek to use some of this extra funding
to lower rates where possible.

We willpromote the development of
Community Hubsvhich would
provide hotdesks, ceworking
facilities, hispeed broadband and

Building Sustainable
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conference and meeting spaces to
local businesses and remote workers.

We will ensure thatdequate rates
rebate schemes are in place for
businesses facing genuine trading
difficulties and for startups¢ as long
as such a scheme would not distort
competition between neighbouring
outlets.

Nationally, we are very concerned
about thefailure of Government to
tackle the high cost of public liability
insurancefaced by many businesses,
but particularly those with high
footfall. Our representatives will
stronglypush this issue on behalf of
local businesses until the excessive
court awards for minor injuries (which
is at the heart of our very high
insurance costs for public liability) are
more in line with international norms.
We also need to sefar more action

by the Government and regulators to
promote sustainable competition in
the insurance marke¢ the current
competition model has failed.
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Fair Funding for Local Authorities

Therearefour mainincomesourcedor LocalAuthorities.
Thesecompriseof:

i LocalAuthority Rategcollectedfrom localbusinesses),

i1 LocalPropertyTaxReceiptqcollectedfrom localhome-ownersbut
distributedfrom a centralfund)

1 Grantsfrom CentralGovernmentmainlyfrom the Departmentsof
Housing,Transportand Communications)

1 GoodsandServiceprovidedby LocalAuthorities

Underthis systemLocalAuthoritiesdependvery heavilyon Central
Governmento fund basicpublicservices.

However the SociaDemocratsare not satisfiedthat the current systemis
evidencebased.Thereis wide variationin how different countiesbenefit
underthis system.In particular,populationsize, populationchangesstaff
ratios,andinfrastructuredeficitsare not adequatelyfactoredin to how grarts
andthe proceedsof the LocalPropertyTaxare distributedto localCouncils.

Local Property Tax funding has provided to Local Authorities has been
taken away by the withdrawal of Motor
Tax funding and a reduction in central
Governmenfrants in roads and housing.

It is a sneaky element of austerity that has
yet to be corrected.

There are a number of key problems with
how funding raised through the Local
Property Tax (LPT) is distributed. We set
these out in asubmissioron the review of
the tax in July 2018.

o _ [ 2YYdzyAGASE OFy NRIAKGE &
The first issue is that thieocal Property 38GaGAY3 F2NI Ye [201f t NJ
Tax has not boosted Gmcil funding Part answer is not a whole lot more.

of the rationale for introducing the Local

Property Tax in the first place was to Another key problem is that thallocation
ensure that funding to Local Authorities of the LPT to our local Councils is not
could be stabilised and improved and, in evidencebased

turn, used to improve local services. This

AAYLE &8 KI &y Qfinankial LILIS y YRAer cyrgngarrangements, the
position of Local Authorities has not equalisation fund redistributes funding

significantly improved since before the from highrevenue counties to low _
LPT was introducedWhat gains the LPT revenue counties and does so on the basis
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This is fine in theory. However, in practice
it presents asevere disadvantage to
Councils experiencing significant
population growth.

¢CKA& A& LI NI &
baseline has not been properly updated
since the early 2000s. It means that
baselhes no longer reflect the true
financial needs of each Council.

This results in a transfer that particularly
advantages counties such as Donegal,
Mayo and Tipperary but means that
Councils such as Meath, Kildare, Wicklow,
Fingal, South Dublin, Galway Giguncil,
Clare and others lose significant funds.

Some of the Councils with the lowest staff
ratios per head of population lose the
most out of this process. It is simply
unfair.

The Social Democrats believe that thay
in which the proceeds of the Lat
Property Tax are distributed needs to be
overhauled It firstly needs to factor in
population growth and the needs that
clearly arise for Local Authorities from
that. It also must allow far greater
weighting to the number of staff and skill
mix in eackcounty.

TheDepartment of Housing should go

back to the drawing board and re
SaidlofAakKk SIFOK [ 20 f
needs These needs should be updated
regularly to allow for demographic shifts,
infrastructure deficits, and other changes.
Critically, albcations need to be based on
workforce planning so that the Councils
with the lowest staffing levels per capita

Building Sustainable
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y S Sidrpt alscRldsé sigdficant amounts of LPT

revenue. Thd.ocal Property Tax should
then be distributed on a much fairer
basis than is currentlyhe case

This would mean increased funding for
those Councils with the biggest population
ingreases ig recent years. It would also

0 SOl dzdngan thht M&Lodal P&Xe%gx%uld

0S YdzOK Y2NB 2F | {NHzS ¢

We recognise that this will impact on
some Counts who rely on the
equalisation fund. With that in mind we
proposed as part of our Alternative
Budget for 2019 thaa transition fund
A0FNIAY3a gAGK dmpyY
these Councils. In additipwe sought
extra funding to invest in extra personnel
to help with the collection of commercial
rates in each county. The colleaticates
in some counties remaitoo low and a
proper system could significantly boost
income for some Councils.

0S8 S§:

Local Adhority Grants

Thedistribution of Local Authority Grants
from Central Government is also not
done on a fair basisMany of the same
local authorities that suffer from the
unfairness of how the Local Property Tax
operates, for instance Meath and Kildare,
are hit with the same unfairness under
this grant system.

The Social Democrats are calling for a
complete overhau] of how this system ,
operfedsd M éllcfbaﬁ@@opé?éﬁe%r?‘
the basis of an objective resource
allocation model Population growth and
servicedeficits should be much more
central to the value of grants given out.
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Collection of Commercial Rates

While there have been some welcome
improvements in the collection of Local
Authority rates in recent years, there is
still muchroom for improvementin many
areas.

There is a collection rate of 97% under the
Local Property Tax. Disappointingly, the
average per Local Authority in Commercial
Rates is only 84%.

The most up to date comparative data
across Local Authorities shows that while
Fingal Co. Councildds the way on 96%,
eight local authorities have collection
rates of less than 80%.

Such dow collection rate means that
compliant businesses are doubly
disadvantaged They are paying rates
while their competitors are not, and the
level of the ratestruck is higher than it
otherwise would be if everyone was
paying their fair share. If we want our
local Councils to provide all of the basic
public services that we rely on, then
everyone who can afford to contribute
must do so.

The Social Democrats walhvest in
supports and expertise to assist those
poor performing local authoritiego
boost their collection rates so that these
Councils can become more ssifstaining

Building Sustainable
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and less reliant on central funds. This
would entail reviewing where each
authority is falling down and providing
them with advice and extra staff to
improve rates collection. We also believe
there is much scope for pedearning on
this issue.

Vacant Units

Several Councils offer discounts on rates
for vacant commercial premises. The
Socal Democrats believsignificant rates
discounts for vacant premises
encourages the disise of shops and is
one of the main factors in why so many
of our Main Streets and Town Centres
are empty, run-down or littered with
shuttered premises. Indeed, vacamits
impact on footfall and impede the
commercial interests of neighbouring
outlets.

Our Councillors will, over time, seek to
eliminate discounts on commercial rates
to encourage occupancy

We accept this measure will impact
differently on different areas depending
on the level of economic activity in the
area so we would allow local Councillors
apply discretion as to how long a unit
would have to be vacant in a givarea
before the discount would no longer

apply.
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Rejuvenating ouMain Streets and
Neighbourhood Shops

Our TownCentresMain Streetsand NeighbourhoodShopsare often the
centre-pointsof our neighbourhoodsTheyare someof the mostprominent
spacesve shareand cometogetherasa community.Theysignificantly
contribute to our identity andgivea strongsenseof wherewe comefrom.

Yet,too often in Ireland,they canbe the worst kept, worst planned,leastloved
areas.We haveto rethink how we supportbusinessesnd enterprisesat
locallevelto ensurethe vitality of our towns, villagesand urban villages.

It isno surprisethat towns andvillageswith a vibrant, bustlingcore,with well-
maintainedshops,a diverserangeof outlets, attractive streetscapesa strong
traffic planandgoodaccessare often the placeswhere communitiesare most
active.Thriving,vibrant main streetsare centralto the sustainabilityof our
towns andvillagesasplacesto live and work.

TheSociaDemocratsvantto put theseshoppingareasbackat the top of the
CourD A dgénfa We will prioritise rejuvenationof theseparts of our towns
andvillagesto stimulateeconomicdevelopmentandlocaljob creation,
promote regionaleconomicdevelopment protect the interestsof mainstreet
tradersandgivea legup to smallbusinessesnnovatorsandentrepreneurs,
encourageae-populationof our town centres,while alsoencouraging
community,sportingandarts groupsto useour mainstreetsin practicaland
innovativeways.Alongsideour other plansfor strengthenedocalgovernment
andstrongercommunities we are makingthe following proposalgo boost
supportto our Main Streetsand NeighbourhoodShops:

Promote Regional Economic technological centresThis will improve
Development local economies, employment

opportunities, boost purchasing power

We should be using the National and retail postbilities across the country,
Development Plan to invest in projects and help provide economic counter
that boost irdustrial and commercial weights to Dublin.

capacity across the country such as
improved rural broadband, transport,
electricity capacity and third level
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End Rates Rebate on Vacant
Premises

As we have set out earlier, at the moment
the owners of vacant commercial
premises can claim a refund on
commercial rates from their lad

authority if their premises are vacant. This
simply encourages the proliferation of
shuttered, empty and undeused

premises on many of our Main Streelo
rebates should be available for premises
that remain vacant after a reasonable
period is allowedfor re-letting or re-use,

to be set by each local authority. We will
especiallyencourage the use of empty
premises by community, sports, social
and arts groups

Improve Local Authority Funding

Central funding of local authorities must
be improved to allav them adjust their
commercial rates and streeparking

rates to promote the commercial viability
of Main Street businessed-unding

should also be provided for environmental
improvement works such as street
lighting, footpaths, parking, cycling
infrastrudure, accessibility for
wheelchairs and buggies, landscaping and
street furniture.

As we have referred to earlier, we would
also like to see seed funding provided to
local authorities to help improve the
collection of commercial rates and apply
at least ®me of these savings to help
lower rates overall.

Town and Village Regeneration

A Government scheme, the Town and
Village Scheme, currently provides
funding to help rejuvenate local

Building Sustainable
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communities. However, many urban
pockets in need of such funding cannot
currently qualify. This scheme needs to be
better funded and to be expanded to
allow urban villages to benefit.

In addition, we would ensure that the
shop-front improvement grant scheme is
enhancedand available to all towns and
villages.

Each of our Couritors will push for a
ALISOAFAO 0dzRISH

a K 2 id@heir Council area to improve
the appearance of these key focal points
in communities and to make such shops
more accessible for people with
disabilities, cyclists and pedestrians.

We willsupport our communities in
making bids under the Urban
Regeneration and Development Fund and
the Rural Regeneration and Development
Fund.

Strictly enforce outof-town
shopping centre planning
guidelines

A strong set of planning guidelines exists
to protect the interests of Main Streets
and Town Centres when planning
applications for ouof-town shopping
centres are being considered.

However, these have not always been well
observed or applied by planning
authorities.

We are in favour of setting theew
planning regulator with the task of
ensuring that planning authorities strictly
enforce planning guidelines so that Main
Streets are not adversely affected by new
developments
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Tackle Vacant and Derelictt&s
and rundown shops

The law needs to change tive better
powers to local authorities in tackling
vacant and derelict sites and shops

In 2017, the Social Democrats introduced
a Bill, the Urban Regeneration and
Housing (Amendment) Bill, to the DAil
which would promote the development
and activation of vacant and derelict sites
in our cities, towns and villages.

We need to see allocal Authorities take
the Vacant Site Levy seriously, apply it to
all vacant sitesand apply a higher vacant
site levy he longer a site remains vacant.
Such measures would help end the
underuse of town centre sites, counter
land-hoarding, and minimise dereliction.

We also favour the strengthening of the
role of local authority staff, such as Public
Domain Officers, to int&#ene with
businesses who fail to maintain their
premises to an acceptable standard at the
expense of neighbouring businesses.

End Upward Only Rents

Rents are a key part of the cesase for
Main Street businesses and are a major
factor in the viabilityof many
independentlyowned stores.

Upwardonly rents can undermine
businesses because their sheer inflexibility
does not take account of the ups and
downs of the business cycle. We siflek

to amend the Constitution to ensure that
legislation could be macted banning
upward only rents

Building Sustainable
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Repopulation of Main Streets

We will promote the repopulation of

urban centres byncouraging ovethe-

shop conversion to residential through
new planning guidelines and using
existing Government incentivesuch as

the Repir and Lease scheme, the Buy and
Renew Scheme, the Urban Regeneration
and Development Fund, the Rural
Regeneration and Development Fund and
the Town and Village scheme.

Town Website & Local Branding

We will promote the development of a
Town website and swal media presence
with listings of all shops, services,
contacts, events, promotions, opening
times etc.

We will also push for sonfeinding for

the development of local branding, such
as a county flag or other regional
branding to support indigenous
producers and local independent shops.

Promote Community Banking

It is a longstanding aim of the Social
Democrats to support the provision of
community banking across Ireland.

This would improve thavailability of
credit in local communities using Credit
Unions and Post Offices

It would providefar better competition in
lending to small businesses and in basic
banking fees Keeping post offices and
credit unions viable would also animate
town and village centres and increase
footfall for local businesses.
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Community Hubs

We will promote the development of
Community Hubs which woulgrovide
hot-desks, ceworking facilities, hispeed
broadband and conference and meeting
spaces to local businesses and remote
workers. These could be provided in
under-used ordisused buildings or as a

section of a local library or Council office.

The more we can promote a community
centred approach, the greater vibrancy

and economic sustainability in our local

communities.

Rates Rebates

Our Councillors will ensure thatlequate
rebate schemes are in place for
community facilities, businesses facing
genuine trading difficulties and for those
who need assistance in the stattp
phaseq subject to a provision that such a
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scheme would not distort competition
between neighbouring ougts.

Stricter Planning Rules

We will use the Council development plan
process to set dowstrict conditions in
planning applications around delivery
times and access points

We will set down strict conditions on the
duty of takeaway shops to have litter
control plans in their communities. We

will adopt ad Y- NEB  In elstri to

new takeaways proposed close to schools
(and seek to restrict advertising also).

We will restict the proliferation of off
licences and bookmakers. Every Social
Democrats Councillor will ensure that a
plan for neighbourhood shops a clear
objective of their County Development
Plan.

47



Social / % Building Sustainable

Democrats , Communities

Honest and Open Councils

Most Councillorsstrive to do their bestfor their communities.Sadly however,
the history of localgovernmentin Irelandis alsolittered with malpractice,
corruption,backhanders,andabuseof our planningsystem.

TheSociaDemocratsvantto stampthis out onceandfor all.

Alongstandingaim of the SociaDemocratgs the establishmentof an Anti-
CorruptionAgency Suchanagencyis a vital law enforcementtool to help
eradicatecorrupt practicesin politicsand businessn Ireland.Weremain
absolutelycommittedto its establishment.

If we areto build publictrust in localdemocracythen transparency,
accountability,and integrity must be the defining featuresof local decision
making.

Atlocallevel,the SociaDemocratsare putting honestyandtransparencyat
the heart of what we do asCouncillors.

U Our Councillors wifproactively provided irhouse as much as
publish their annual declarations of possible. This must include training for
interest online and will work to ensure Councillors and council staff alike in
that this becomes routine practice in their obligations under our ethics laws
all local authorities. and related codes of conduct.

U Our Councillors will also ensure the U The Social Democrats accept all of the
highest levels of integrity in dealing recommendations for Local
with lobbyists ¢ this includes declaring Authorities made by both the Mahon
their status as Designated Public Tribunal and Transparency Ireland (TI)
Officials under the Regulation of Ay Al&a NBLR2NI aLYyGS3INR
Lobbying Act 2015. The TI report highlights the good

practice and shortcomings in all 31
local authorities in the State. It
highlights the strong work on ethics

U We will strive to ensure that all
Council meetings i@ web-cast

U Social Democrats Councillaxdl not and trans@rency in Local Authorities
LI NOAOALI G0S Ay (KS such as Galway City, Monaghan,
O dzf Gthat\sBlisaffects many Dublin City, South Dublin and Fingal
Councils and will seek to eradicate this and the much weaker systems in Local
practice from all Councils of which we Authorities such as Galway County,
are a member. We believe that Waterford, Wexford and Offaly.

training for Councillors shouloke
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U The Social Democrats will seek to U  We believe the tockit set out by

develop and maintain uo-date, Transparency Ireland is a good
comprehensive Corruption and Fraud reference point for Local Authorities
Prevention and Contingency Plairs to work from and we will strive to
every Local Authority on which we improve the position of every Council
serve. We will ensure there apgoper on which we are represented.

procedures in place for Ethics
Registrars We will ensure that all
consultations that qualify as pre
planning consultations under Section
247 of the Planning and Development
Act 2000 (not just formally requested
consultations) are adequately
documented and published on the

/| 2dzy OAf Q4 6S0arAlSo
| 2dzy OAf £t 2NRQ | yydzl f
interests publised on every Local
Authority website.

U At national level, the Social Democrats
will continue to highlight the
32 SNy YSyiQa - AySEOQdzAI o
dragging when it comes to
implementingthe ethics reforms
recommended by the Mahon Tribunal
in 2012.The Public Sector Standards
Billwas introduced to the Oireachtas
in 2015 and is going nowhere fast
because there is simply no political
drive behind it. We are determined to
have this legislation passed.
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